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For Immediate Release
TORONTO, November 13, 2018 – Global announced today that it has commissioned a new Canadian
original six-part event series, Departure. Produced by Shaftesbury and Greenpoint Productions Ltd.,
the thrilling drama is directed by Canadian Screen Award Winner T.J. Scott (Orphan Black, Star Trek:
Discovery), with Malcolm MacRury (Saving Hope) joining as showrunner, and created by Vincent Shiao
(Ransom, Aftermath). With principal photography now underway in Toronto, the Canada/UK coproduction will also shoot in London, England. The project was developed by Shaftesbury in association
with Corus Entertainment and Red Arrow Studios International.
Slated to join Global’s 2019 primetime schedule, the high-octane conspiracy series follows the mystery of
a passenger plane that vanishes over the Atlantic Ocean. Featuring an all-star cast, the series stars
Emmy® winner Archie Panjabi (The Good Wife) and Oscar® winner Christopher Plummer (All the
Money In the World). The adrenaline-fueled serialized thrill ride also includes an impressive supporting
cast with Kris Holden-Ried (Vikings), Claire Forlani (Hawaii Five-O), Rebecca Liddiard (Frankie Drake
Mysteries), Shazad Latif (Star Trek: Discovery), Tamara Duarte (Longmire), Peter Mensah (Agents of
S.H.I.E.L.D.), Kristian Bruun (Orphan Black), Allan Hawco (Caught), Dougray Scott (Snatch), Sasha
Roiz (Grimm), Mark Rendall (30 Days of Night), Dmitry Chepovetsky (Mission: Impossible - Ghost
Protocol), Paris Jefferson (Sunset Contract), and more.
“It’s an honour to partner with the talented team at Shaftesbury on this bold, new premium drama, adding
to Global’s robust original programming slate,” said Lisa Godfrey, Vice President of Original Content,
Corus Entertainment. “We were immediately drawn to the gripping storyline about the conspiracies
surrounding the plane crash, and how the plot takes audiences through the investigation as we try to

solve this mystery. With such a mass appeal premise, combined with a highly acclaimed award-winning
cast, and exceptional creative team, we look forward to captivating audiences in 2019.”
“One of the thrills of Departure is that the wheel of suspects never stops spinning, right until the final
moment. It’s an exciting race against time for these characters, brilliantly created by Vincent Shiao and
Malcolm MacRury – I can’t wait to see them brought to life by our incredible cast led by Archie Panjabi
and Christopher Plummer. Delighted to be in business with Corus, Starlings, and Red Arrow Studios
International on this remarkable series,” said Christina Jennings, Executive Producer, Departure /
Chairman & CEO, Shaftesbury.
Departure is a six-part event series that follows the shocking disappearance of Flight 716, a passenger
plane that vanishes over the Atlantic Ocean. Kendra Malley (Panjabi), the recently widowed, brilliant
aviation investigator, is called in by her former boss and mentor Howard Lawson (Plummer) to investigate
the mysterious crash. With the whole world watching, Kendra and her team race to pinpoint the missing
aircraft and locate possible survivors. They must battle through a host of suspects and motives – pilot
suicide, terrorism, politically motivated murder, systems failure – to determine what really happened to
Flight 716… and to stop it from happening again.
This newly greenlit series is the final original series commissioned by Global for the 2019 broadcast year
joining Nurses, Ransom, Mary Kills People, Private Eyes, and Big Brother Canada.
Departure is a Canada/UK treaty co-production produced by Shaftesbury (Canada) and
Greenpoint Productions Ltd. (UK) in association with Corus Entertainment.
Departure is executive produced by Christina Jennings, Scott Garvie, Malcolm MacRury, T.J. Scott, and
Archie Panjabi. Creator Vincent Shiao is co-executive producer; Patrick Cassavetti, Tina Grewal are
producers, with Julie Lacey serving as Shaftesbury’s producer. For Corus, Kathleen Meek is Production
Executive; Rachel Nelson is Director, Original Content, Drama, Kids and Factual; Lisa Godfrey is Vice
President of Original Content, Corus Entertainment. Chris Philip and Karine Martin are executive
producers for Starlings Television; Henrik Pabst and Carlo Dusi are executive producers for Red Arrow
Studios International. Episodes are written by showrunner Malcolm MacRury, Vincent Shiao, Ellen
Vanstone, John Krizanc, and Stephanie Tracey. Departure is directed by T.J. Scott. David A. Stern and
Matt Geller made the initial introduction of the project to Shaftesbury and have assisted in raising the
financing for the production.
Departure is distributed worldwide by Red Arrow Studios International.
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Global Television is a Corus Entertainment Network.
Corus Entertainment
Corus Entertainment Inc. (TSX: CJR.B) is a leading media and content company that creates and delivers

high quality brands and content across platforms for audiences around the world. The company’s portfolio
of multimedia offerings encompasses 44 specialty television services, 39 radio stations, 15 conventional
television stations, a global content business, digital assets, live events, children’s book publishing,
animation software, technology and media services. Corus’ roster of premium brands includes Global
Television, W Network, OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network Canada, HGTV Canada, Food Network Canada,
HISTORY®, Showcase, National Geographic Channel, Q107, CKNW, Fresh Radio, Disney Channel
Canada, YTV and Nickelodeon Canada. Visit Corus at www.corusent.com.
Shaftesbury
Shaftesbury is an award-winning creator and producer of original content for television, film, digital, and
brands. Shaftesbury's current slate includes 12 seasons of Murdoch Mysteries for CBC, UKTV, and ITV
STUDIOS Global Entertainment, two seasons of detective drama Frankie Drake Mysteries for CBC,
UKTV, and Kew Media, three seasons of critically acclaimed thriller series Slasher for Netflix, as well
as new primetime series Rex for CityTV/Rogers Media, and Departure for Global/Corus
Entertainment. Shaftesbury's digital arm produces original digital, convergent, and branded entertainment
projects including the global phenomenon and MIPTV Brand Content of the Year award
winner Carmilla. Shaftesbury’s branded entertainment division drives profitable engagement with
millennials using scripted series, turning brands into executive producers. Recent brand partners include
Walmart, Interac, U by Kotex®, and RBC.
About Starlings Entertainment
Starlings Entertainment is a collection of interconnected companies that focus on financing and producing
smartly budgeted, highly commercial live action and animated films and television programs along with
other media. Projects are developed in house as well as sourced from an expansive network of affiliates
and longstanding producer relationships. Starlings Entertainment has established a dedicated production
financing fund designed to invest in a portfolio of partly or wholly-owned projects over a multi-year term.
The fund aims to generate enduring value through a diverse catalogue of entertainment ventures, offer
transparency to investors and increased revenue generating opportunities.
Red Arrow Studios International
Red Arrow Studios International is a world-leading TV distributor of scripted, formats and factual shows
from a global network of in-house production companies, outstanding third-party producers and digitalcontent partners. With offices in Munich, London, Los Angeles and Hong Kong, Red Arrow Studios
International co-produces and finances global entertainment, and distributes acclaimed content to over
200 territories worldwide. Red Arrow Studios International is part of Red Arrow Studios, which is
comprised of 20 production companies in seven territories; world-leading digital studio, Studio71; and film
distributor Gravitas Ventures. Red Arrow Studios is a ProSiebenSat.1 Media SE company, one of
Europe's leading media groups. redarrowstudios.com/international
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