
                                                                                    

 
DAVID AKIN JOINS GLOBAL NEWS AS  
CHIEF POLITICAL CORRESPONDENT 

Ottawa Bureau Chief Vassy Kapelos Promoted to Permanent Host of 
The West Block  

 
For Immediate Release 
 
OTTAWA, April 7, 2017 – Global News is pleased to announce the appointment of well-known political 
journalist, David Akin to the role of Chief Political Correspondent for the network as well as an 
expanded role for Ottawa Bureau Chief Vassy Kapelos, who becomes the permanent host of Canada’s 
most-watched political affairs program, The West Block. 
 
Both appointments, effective immediately, represent Global News’ continued dedication to providing 
Canadians with the most original and compelling journalism possible, including the best reporting on 
political events from the nation’s capital. 
 
Recognized as one of Canada’s foremost digital journalists with a formidable background in social media, 
Akin brings a wealth of experience to Global, having held similar positions with Postmedia, CTV and Sun 
News Network. He has covered five federal elections, more than a dozen provincial elections and has 
reported extensively from abroad throughout his award-winning career. 
 
Kapelos, also a winner of multiple journalism awards, joined Global’s Ottawa bureau in 2013 after a 
number of years reporting from western Canada. She assumed the role of Ottawa Bureau Chief in 2016, 
helping enhance the bureau’s reputation for solid, insightful political reporting. She has continued to build 
The West Block’s audience since taking on interim hosting duties for the program in January. 
 
“David’s digital acumen, credibility and wealth of experience make him a strong multi-platform contributor 
to Global News,” said Troy Reeb, Senior Vice President for Global News, Corus Radio and Station 
Operations. “Vassy is also an incredible team player who isn’t afraid to ask the tough questions and she’s 
absolutely shone on The West Block. We’re thrilled for them both.”   
 
The West Block airs Sundays at 11 a.m. in Ontario, Quebec, Manitoba and Saskatchewan, 12 p.m. in the 
Maritimes, and 10 a.m. in Alberta and B.C., with a late-night repeat Sunday evenings. 
 

-30- 
SOCIAL MEDIA: 
Twitter: @TheWestBlock, @GlobalNational 
Facebook: The West Block, Global National 
 
The West Block is part of the Corus Entertainment Network. 
 

About Corus Entertainment Inc. 

Corus Entertainment Inc. (TSX: CJR.B), a leading media and content company that creates and 

delivers high quality brands and content across platforms for audiences around the world. The company’s 

portfolio of multimedia offerings encompasses 45 specialty television services, 39 radio stations, 15 

conventional television stations, a global content business, digital assets, live events, children’s book 

publishing, animation software, technology and media services. Corus’ roster of premium brands includes 

Global Television, W Network, OWN: Oprah Winfrey Network Canada, HGTV Canada, Food Network 

Canada, HISTORY®, Showcase, National Geographic Channel, Q107, CKNW, Fresh Radio, Disney 

Channel Canada, YTV and Nickelodeon Canada. Visit Corus at www.corusent.com.  
 
 

https://twitter.com/TheWestBlock
https://twitter.com/GlobalNational?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
https://www.facebook.com/thewestblock
https://www.facebook.com/GlobalNational/
http://www.corusent.com/


                                                                                    

  
For media inquiries or more information, please contact:  
 
Hayley Waldman 
Global News & Corus Radio 
416.967.3128  
hayley.waldman@corusent.com   
 
Rishma Govani  
Global News & Corus Radio 
416.391.7361 
rishma.govani@corusent.com  
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